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1. This Ruth Bader Ginsburg biography pack can be used with a variety 
of books about her.  This list is not exhaustive, but does include 
informative and useful books about Ruth Bader Ginsburg.  Please 
keep in mind that this product was created with 3rd-5th graders in 
mind, but can be modified and used successfully with other grade 
levels.  
• I Dissent: Ruth Bader Ginsburg Makes Her Mark by Debbie Levy
• Ruth Bader Ginsburg: The Case of R.B.G vs. Inequality by Jonah 

Winter
• Ruth Bader Ginsburg (Superwomen Role Models) by Heather 

Moore Niver
2. The newspaper template can be used in a variety of ways.  You can 

give students a specific writing prompt for the article (Write a 
newspaper article about the life and times of Ruth Bader Ginsburg, 
for example).   Students can also take this opportunity to understand 
point of view by pretending to be Ruth Bader Ginsburg and 
completing the article in first person point of view.  Perhaps 
students can also come up with their own ideas about the angle 
they’d like to take in completing the newspaper article.  The 
opportunities with the newspaper template are endless.

3. The Biography Report can be used for students to write their own 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg biography, or it can be used to write a speech 
about Ruth.  As with any activity that you plan for your class, use 
your best judgment and knowledge about your students to determine 
their performance expectations.  The mini-book biography passage 
is not intended to contain exhaustive information about Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg, but instead to give a clear overview of the major events in 
her life.  Students may be required to do some of their own 
research to complete a few of the activities.

4. Contact me at my store, Kirsten’s Kaboodle, if you have any 
questions!
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Note to teacher: 
Students will cut along 
the dotted line on each 
page of this book and 
put the pages in order 

before stapling along the 
left edge. The other side 

of this sheet is the 
cover of the book.

Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg

Name: ___________________
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Ruth attended James Madison High School.  
She had many talents while growing up.  She was a 
fantastic writer, as evidenced by her work with the 
school newspaper.  She was also a great student, 
cello player, and a fighter for justice.  School officials 
respected her dedication and invited her to deliver a 
speech at her high school graduation.  Sadly, Ruth’s 
mom passed away from cancer the day before 
graduation and Ruth couldn’t even bring herself to 
go.

Despite the heartache she felt after she lost 
her mom, Ruth left for college shortly after high 
school.  She attended Cornell University and 
graduated at the top of her class in 1954.  She also 
married her husband, Martin, that same year.  After 
they had their first child and after Martin spent two 
years serving in the military, Ruth enrolled in Harvard 
Law School.

The day that Ruth lost her mother was one of 

the most devastating days of her life.  Describe one 

event in your life that has been very difficult for you.

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

Ruth Bader Ginsburg was born in Brooklyn, 

New York on March 15, 1933.  She grew up in an area 

that had a high population of immigrants.  The 

faces, cultures, and traditions surrounding her 

were rich and varied.  

Ruth loved to read.  Her mother, Celia 

Amster Bader, frequently took her to the library 

and made sure Ruth understood how important it 

was for girls to be independent.  Reading books 

helped shape Ruth’s worldview.  She enjoyed reading 

books about girls and women who were 

courageous, even when society opposed them.  She 

believed that, no matter your skin color, religion, or 

gender, every person should have equal 

opportunities in every area of life.

Ruth grew up during the Great Depression.  

Her dad was a furrier and her mom worked in a 

garment factory.  They both instilled a dedication 

to education and a strong work ethic in Ruth.

Describe one belief that your own family has instilled in you. 

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________
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Describe a time in your life when you stood up for 

something you believe in.  What happened? How did it 

feel?  Did other people agree or disagree with you? 

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

Ruth attended Harvard Law School because 
she wanted to spend her life fighting unfairness and 
prejudice.  Some people didn’t believe that she 
should even be attending law school because in the 
1950s, most people thought that women should be 
having children and attending to chores in their 
home.  There were 500 people in her graduating 
class at Harvard Law School and only 9 of them 
were women.  Many people belittled her and told 
her that she took up a spot in law school that 
belonged to a man.

Not only did she face challenges as a woman 
in law school, but Ruth faced prejudice in other 
areas of her life.  Some people also treated her 
unfairly and judged her for being Jewish.  Her 
compassion for people who faced prejudice and 
racism could never be forgotten because she 
experienced it herself.  She had no problem 
protesting, objecting, disapproving, or dissenting!

After Ruth finished law school at the top of 
her class, she worked very hard to prove herself.  
Many people refused to hire her because she was a 
woman.  After she served as a clerk under Judge 
Edmund Palmieri for two years, she was offered 
jobs at a few law firms, but for less money than 
men working in the same positions.  She knew she 
was just as qualified (if not more qualified) for 
those jobs.

Ruth also worked as a professor. She spent 
many years teaching at Rutgers University and 
then began teaching at Columbia in 1972.  During this 
time, she also worked with the American Civil 
Liberties Union to fight for gender equality.  She 
stood in front of the Supreme Court numerous 
times and fought for what she believed in.  Not only 
did she believe that women should be able to fulfill 
their dreams, she also wanted men to have the 
opportunities that were traditionally reserved for 
women.

Think about what you want to do when you get older.  

Do you think people will encourage or discourage you to 

pursue that dream?  Why or why not? _____________ 

____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________
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Ruth was passionate about fighting for gender equality. 

How do you feel about it?  Do you think men and women 

should have access to the same opportunities?  Why or 

why not?  _____________________________________ 

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

During her fight for equal rights, she didn’t 

win every single case, but she won enough to make a 

big difference in gender equality.

In 1993, President Bill Clinton appointed Ruth to 

the Supreme Court of the United States.  She 

began her career as a justice with the same outlook 

she had her entire life.  Ruth took every opportunity 

that she could to ensure equality for all people.  In 

her position as a Supreme Court justice, she knew 

that she would face some of the most important 

cases in the United States… and she was right.

During her final days, she was steadfast in her 

decision to remain on the Supreme Court.  Her 

dedication to justice for all people was unwavering 

until she died on September 18, 2020.  She will always 

be remembered as a tireless champion in the 

pursuit of justice for all.

Interesting Facts
- RBG married her best friend just days after her

high school graduation.  Before her husband died
from cancer in 2010, Ruth and Martin enjoyed
raising a family together.  Martin was also a
lawyer, but he also loved to cook and spent a lot
of time fulfilling the duties in their home.

- Ruth liked to lift weights and work out at the
gym.  She even had a personal trainer who called
her TAN, which stood for “tough as nails.”
According to her trainer, she worked just as hard
at the gym as she did on the bench.  She even
continued her workouts when she had a cracked
rib!

- Ruth was one of nine justices on the Supreme
Court.  After the members of the Supreme
Court heard from lawyers on a case, the nine
justices took a vote.  When Justice Ginsburg
agreed with the winning side, she wore a special
lace collar over her black robe.  If Justice
Ginsburg disagreed, or dissented, she wore a
different collar.

- When her vote dissented from the winning side,
she wrote her own opinion explaining why she
disagreed.  She stood firm and her dissents were
so well-written that people listened to her and
often understood the issues from a new angle.
Sometimes this resulted in people changing their
minds about important issues.

©Kirsten’s Kaboodle©Kirsten’s Kaboodle



Page 7 Page 8

Interesting Facts
- RBG won five of the six gender equality cases she 

fought in front of the Supreme Court.
- Ruth was not only passionate about equal rights 

for women, but she was also known to fight for 
equal rights for men.  It wasn’t just women’s 
liberation that Ruth was after, but rather 
women’s AND men’s liberation.

- Justice Frankfurter refused to interview her for 
a clerk position following her graduation from law 
school because she was a woman.  Three decades 
later, not only did she prove that she was 
completely qualified to work for the Supreme 
Court, she actually became of one its nine justices.

Interesting Facts
- Up until 2020, RBG never missed a day of work on

the Supreme Court despite having cancer a
number of times.  She even showed up to work
the day after her husband passed away in 2010.

- While Ruth and Martin were attending Harvard
Law School, Martin was diagnosed with cancer.
Not only did Ruth stay at the top of her class in
law school, she also helped Martin stay afloat
with his studies.  In addition, she was caring for
their 14 month old baby, Jane.

- RBG worked out regularly at the gym and also
made sure she completed 20 push-ups each day.
She followed these push-ups with a 30-second
plank.

- Stickers and posters were created by RBG
supporters that said, “Can’t spell TRUTH without
RUTH.”  She became an idol for many people.

- RBG was five feet tall.
- RBG was the first woman to be on two law

reviews.  She was on the Harvard Law Review as
well as the Columbia Law Review.

- Ruth was told that she was taking up valuable
space for men in law school, but she knew exactly
what she wanted to do and she didn’t let anyone
stop her. Her mother would have been so proud,
wouldn’t she?

Interesting Facts About Me
Write three interesting facts about yourself below:

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

©Kirsten’s Kaboodle©Kirsten’s Kaboodle
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Well-known quotes by Ruth Bader Ginsburg

• “I am fearful, or suspicious, of generalizations…

they cannot guide me reliably in making decisions

about particular individuals.”

• “Reacting in anger or annoyance will not advance

one’s ability to persuade.”

• “I really concentrate on what’s on my plate at

the moment and do the very best I can.”

• “Women will only have true equality when men

share with them the responsibility of bringing up

the next generation.”

• “Fight for the things that you care about, but do

it in a way that will lead others to join you.”

• “All I can say is I am sensitive to discrimination on

any basis because I have experienced that upset.”

• Ruth Bader Ginsburg would like to be remembered

as… “someone who used whatever talent she had

to do her work to the very best of her ability,

and to help repair tears in her society, to make

things a little better through the use of whatever

ability she has…. to do something outside herself.”  

She said, “I’ve gotten much more satisfaction for 

the things that I’ve done for which I was not 

paid.”

Well-known quotes by Ruth Bader Ginsburg
• “Reading is the key that opens doors to many

good things in life.  Reading shaped my dreams, and

more reading helped me make my dreams come

true.”

• “Anger, resentment, envy, and self-pity are

wasteful reactions.  They greatly drain one’s time.

They sap energy better devoted to productive

endeavors.”

• “We should learn… to do our best for the sake of

our communities and for the sake of those for

whom we pave the way.”

• “So that’s the dissenter’s hope: that they are

writing, not for today, but for tomorrow.”

• “If you’re a boy, and you like teaching, you like

nursing, you would like to have a doll, that’s okay…

we should each be free to develop our own

talents, whatever they may be, and not be held

back by artificial barriers.”

• “We should not be held back from pursuing our

full talents, from contributing what we can

contribute to society because we fit into a certain

mold- because we belong to a group that

historically has been the object of discrimination.”

©Kirsten’s Kaboodle©Kirsten’s Kaboodle
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Interesting 
Facts

How Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg Impacted 

the World

Use this paper to jot down notes about the life of Ruth Bader Ginsburg.

Ruth Bader Ginsburg : Research Notes
Name: _____________________________ Date: ___________________
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All About Ruth Bader Ginsburg

Birthdate: ____________________________________________

Place of Birth: ________________________________________

Date of Death: _______________________________________

Ruth was an important historical 

figure because

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

1.  _________________________ 

___________________________

___________________________  

2. _________________________ 

___________________________

___________________________  

3. _________________________ 

___________________________

___________________________

What obstacles did Ruth face?  
How did she respond to those obstacles?

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

Ruth’s Character Traits: 

Three interesting facts 
about Ruth Bader Ginsburg:

1. _______________________ 

2. _______________________ 

3. _______________________

Name: _______________________________ Date: ___________________
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Name: ______________________________ Date: _________________

Brainstorm 4 character traits that can be attributed to Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg.  Write one trait in each of the spaces below.  Then support your 
claim by providing examples of how Ruth exhibited each character trait.

Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s Character Traits:



__________________________________________________

_______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

Ruth Bader Ginsburg was a dissenter! 
She resisted, objected, and disagreed!

Ruth Bader Ginsburg had no problem standing up for what 
she believed in, even if people disagreed.  Reflect on one of 
your own beliefs that other people might not agree with. 

What is it?  What do you believe?  Why?

Name: _______________________________ Date: ___________________

©Kirsten’s Kaboodle



__________________________________________________

_______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

When Ruth Bader Ginsburg was growing up, she disagreed with many things that were 
happening in the world.  Her mother taught her that it was okay to disagree.  Ruth’s 
dream was to attend law school to fight the injustices in the world.  People thought 

she couldn’t do it because, back in the 1950s, women did not become lawyers.

Describe ONE thing you want to accomplish in your life that other 
people might find impossible.  Your WILDEST dream?  Yes!  

Describe it!  How can you accomplish this goal?

Name: _______________________________ Date: ___________________

©Kirsten’s Kaboodle



Newspaper:

Title:

Written By: ______________________________________________________________

Date:

©Kirsten’s Kaboodle

Caption:

__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________

__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________

Ruth Bader Ginsburg Gazette
TOP STORY!
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Caption:

Title:

__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________

__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________



Name: _____________________________ Date: ___________________
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Growth Mindset: Ruth Bader Ginsburg
Growth Mindset is a belief that, despite obstacles and challenges, a 

person can develop abilities and achieve goals through motivation, hard 
work, and practice.  An important part of growth mindset is learning 
how to take risks and embracing mistakes and failures.  On the other 
hand, a fixed mindset is the belief that talent and intelligence can’t be 
changed despite dedication and hard work.  

Ruth Bader Ginsburg dissented.  She had a way of convincing people 
to do the right thing.  Even though she faced opposition at every turn, 
she never backed down.  She stood up, tall and proud, for what she 
believed in.  Her strength and courage continue to impact our lives 
today. 

Challenges faced 
by Ruth Bader 

Ginsburg

How would a fixed 
mindset handle these 

challenges?

How did Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg face these 

challenges?
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Name: ____________________________ Date: ______________________

These are the five components of a friendly letter. 
Use the template on the following page to write a letter to Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg’s children, Jane and James.  First, tell them a little 
bit about yourself.  Next, ask them three questions you’d like to 
know about their mom.  Finally, tell them one way that you think 

her life, her courage, and her story has changed the world.

Date
Greeting

Closing
Signature

Writing a Friendly Letter

______________________________________ 

_______________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________
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______________________________________ 

_______________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________



©Kirsten’s Kaboodle

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

Ruth Bader Ginsburg Biography Report

Name: _______________________________ Date: ___________________
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_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________



Name: ___________________________ Date: _______________________

Compare and Contrast
Use the Venn Diagram below to compare and contrast yourself to Ruth 

Bader Ginsburg. How are you the same and how are you different?

©Kirsten’s Kaboodle

SAME

YOU Ruth Bader
Ginsburg
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Name: _____________________________ Date: ____________________

Use a quote by Ruth Bader Ginsburg that is meaningful to you in some 
way. Write it in the box below and answer the questions that follow.

______________________
______________________
______________________ 
______________________
______________________
______________________
______________________
______________________

How would the world be different if 
everyone lived by this quote?

What does this quote mean to you? How can you apply this quote to 
your own life?  Be specific.

Why do you think this quote is popular or 
notable?  How would the world need to change 
in order for everyone to live by this quote?

______________________
______________________
______________________ 
______________________
______________________
______________________
______________________

______________________
______________________
______________________ 
______________________
______________________
______________________

______________________
______________________
______________________
______________________ 
______________________
______________________
______________________

Ruth Bader Ginsburg:  

Quote:

Ruth Bader Ginsburg Quotes



-Ruth bader Ginsburg
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Digital Use 



Getting Started Using This Digital Product: 

Step 1 
Before you click the link below, login to the Google account 
where you want to store this product, which is probably the 
one linked to your students’ accounts.  

Step 2 
Once you click the link, you will be asked to make a copy. 
Making a copy keeps the original document intact. Now, you 
have your own copy in your Google Drive account.  

Step 3 
Open up the file and make sure that you like it! This is now 
your copy of the document, so if you need to change or add 
anything to ensure student success, go ahead!    

Click on the Product Title Below: 

LINK FOR GOOGLE SLIDE WORKSHEETS 

LINK FOR GOOGLE SLIDES POSTERS & MINI BOOK 

NOTE: Students must be signed into their Google account. 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/11XyuVPIVxi_Ncl7S7_2xt7gtvEN2_O7NkkbQe9uyurI/copy
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/151lFCRLo0-rIdDkUwAZzBFYUZLuhVo3mNZmBal8gKNU/copy


Separate Each Page/Activity 
The entire product is in one slideshow. If you would like to 
assign just one page/activity, you can create a new 
slideshow with that specific page.  

Right click the specific slide, copy the slide, and paste into a 
new slideshow.  

Create a new 
slideshow and 

paste the 
copied slide 

into it. 

Click on the Pro
 

duct Title Below: 
LINK FOR GOOGLE SLIDE WORKSHEETS 

LINK FOR GOOGLE SLIDES POSTERS & MINI BOOK 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/11XyuVPIVxi_Ncl7S7_2xt7gtvEN2_O7NkkbQe9uyurI/copy
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/151lFCRLo0-rIdDkUwAZzBFYUZLuhVo3mNZmBal8gKNU/copy


Sharing with students: 
Google Classroom (option 1): 

To me, the fastest and easiest way is to post to Google Classroom on 
the Stream or in Classwork. Click the plus sign and create an 
assignment. 

Find THE PRODUCT on your drive, give it a name, and then post! 



Sharing with students:  
Sharing the link (option 2) 

Giving students the link 
If you don’t use Google Classroom, it is still simple to share this product 
through drive, email, or posted on the board.   

To give students the 
link, click get 

shareable link. This 
link can be projected, 
shared on a doc, etc. 

You can enter 
student’s emails 

here. 

This link can be 
projected, shared on 

a doc, etc.  



Ipads or Tablets? 

 
 
 
  
 

 
 
After your student has hit MAKE A COPY, open up the     

      slideshow from the slides app!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Now, go to the slideshow by opening the app. It should be the 
first slideshow in the app!  
 
 
 



 

• Purchasing this product allows the purchaser the right to reproduce this

product for his/her class.  Duplication for an entire team, school, or school

district is strictly forbidden.   If other teachers would like copies of this

product, please direct them to my website or kindly purchase additional

licenses for those teachers through my TPT store.

• You may not reproduce, redistribute, or post this item on a blog or website

for download (free or paid).  Copying any part of this product (even for a

classroom website) is also in violation of the Digital Millennium Copyright Act.

• You may not modify, copy, or alter this product in any way.

• Please feel free to spread the word about this product via social media or

blog post.  A link to the product (or my website) is much appreciated.

DESIGN CREDITS: 

TERMS OF USE: 

SHOP BY CATEGORY: 
• Bundles

• Google Resources

• Growth Mindset

• Reading Skills

• Literature Units

• Sticky Notes

• Task Cards
©Kirsten’s Kaboodle 

https://www.kirstenskaboodle.com/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Kirstens-Kaboodle
https://www.kirstenskaboodle.com/subscribe/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Kirstens-Kaboodle
https://www.pinterest.com/kirstentulsian/
https://www.instagram.com/kirstenskaboodle/
https://www.facebook.com/kirstentulsian/
https://www.kirstenskaboodle.com/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Kirstens-Kaboodle/Category/-BUNDLES-180563
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Kirstens-Kaboodle/Category/-RESOURCES-FOR-GOOGLE-360313
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Kirstens-Kaboodle/Category/Growth-Mindset-ALL-259390
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Kirstens-Kaboodle/Category/Reading-Skills-354233
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Kirstens-Kaboodle/Category/Literature-Units-180512
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Kirstens-Kaboodle/Category/Sticky-Notes-272480
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Kirstens-Kaboodle/Category/Task-Cards-180508
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Kimberly-Geswein-Fonts
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Sarah-Pecorino-Illustration
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Educlips
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Whimsy-Workshop-Teaching
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Thebookwrangler

	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	ADP8A44.tmp
	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19

	ADP9829.tmp
	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19

	ADP4FE1.tmp
	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2




