
Political Cartoon Analysis	
Contemporary American Society



Pair-Share
➢What are different ways to 

"appropriately" express your 
opinions? 


➢What section would you write 
your opinion about a something?


➢What is a political cartoon?



Objective
➢Students will be able to 

analyze the major social 
problems and domestic policy 
issues in contemporary 
American society by analyzing 
political cartoons. 



Is this a political cartoon 
 Why or Why not?



Is this a political cartoon? 
Why or Why not?



Things to look for:
Symbolism Cartoonists use simple objects, or symbols, to stand 

for larger concepts or ideas.

After you identify the symbols in a cartoon, think 

about what the cartoonist means each symbol to 
stand for.



Using symbols to make a point
The donkey is 

the symbol 
for the 

Democratic 
Party in the 

United 
States.


The donkey is 
afraid 

because he 
(Democrats) 

lost the 
election.The “W” on the boots represents the 
president, George W. Bush. The cowboy 

boots refers to Bush’s use of the cowboy 
image he promotes.

The crosses 
that are 

where the 
spurs should 
be represent 

the large 
group of 
Christian 

voters who 
turned out in 

the 2004 
election and 
voted Bush 
into office.The saddle represents the 

idea that Bush won reelection 
and that he could “ride” the 
donkey (get what he wants in 

Congress).



Things to look for:
Exaggeration Sometimes cartoonists overdo, or 

exaggerate, the physical characteristics of 
people or things in order to make a point. 
When you study a cartoon, look for any 
characteristics that seem overdone or 
overblown. (Facial characteristics and 
clothing are some of the most commonly 
exaggerated characteristics.) Then, try to 
decide what point the cartoonist was trying to 
make by exaggerating them.



The many faces of Uncle Sam

The original Uncle Sam was first drawn in about 
1834. Since that time different artists have 
chosen to draw the caricature of Uncle Sam 

differently.

Sometimes the 
caricature of 

Uncle Sam 
represents the 

American 
government.


Sometimes it 
represents the 

American people.


Sometimes it 
represents the 

country.


The point is that 
caricatures are 

drawn 
differently and 
will represent 

different things.



Things to look for:
Labeling Cartoonists often label objects or people to 

make it clear exactly what they stand for. 
Watch out for the different labels that appear 
in a cartoon, and ask yourself why the 
cartoonist chose to label that particular person 
or object. Does the label make the meaning of 
the object more clear?



Cartoon without labels



What do you know about this cartoon now that 
you can see the labels?



 Things to look for:
Analogy An analogy is a comparison between two unlike 

things. By comparing a complex issue or 
situation with a more familiar one, cartoonists 
can help their readers see it in a different light. 
After you’ve studied a cartoon for a while, try to 
decide what the cartoon’s main analogy is. What 
two situations does the cartoon compare? Once 
you understand the main analogy, decide if this 
comparison makes the cartoonist’s point more 
clear to you.



Explaining Social Security with a metaphor

A metaphor is an implied comparison between ideas to suggest a 
likeliness or analogy between them. It’s a tool that can help you 
understand difficult concepts like, say, the problems with Social 

Security by simplifying the idea.



Things to look for:
Irony Irony: Irony is the difference between the 

ways things are and the way things should 
be, or the way things are expected to be. 
Cartoonists often use irony to express their 
opinion on an issue. When you look at a 
cartoon, see if you can find any irony in the 
situation the cartoon depicts. If you can, 
think about what point the irony might be 
intended to emphasize. Does the irony help 
the cartoonist express his or her opinion 
more effectively?




What is ironic about this cartoon?



Group Activity: Student Instructions

➢Please get into six groups.

➢Be sure you have the Worksheet: 

➢  Once you obtain a folder of political 

cartoons hand out the cartoon to each group 
member and begin the instructions on the 
worksheet.


➢Do not rotate the placards until you are told 
to do so.



Cartoon  #1

1. Identify the persuasive

techniques.

2. Subject: What is the

content or topic explored in

this cartoon? 

3. Occasion: What do we

know about the time this

piece was drawn? 

4. Purpose: What is the

author’s opinion about this

issue? 

5. Opinion: What other opinion

can you imagine another person

having on this issue? 



Cartoon 2

1. Identify the persuasive

techniques.

2. Subject: What is the

content or topic explored in

this cartoon? 

3. Occasion: What do we

know about the time this

piece was drawn? 

4. Purpose: What is the

author’s opinion about this

issue? 

5. Opinion: What other opinion

can you imagine another person

having on this issue? 



Cartoon 3

1. Identify the persuasive

techniques.

2. Subject: What is the

content or topic explored in

this cartoon? 

3. Occasion: What do we

know about the time this

piece was drawn? 

4. Purpose: What is the

author’s opinion about this

issue? 

5. Opinion: What other opinion

can you imagine another person

having on this issue? 



Cartoon 4

1. Identify the persuasive techniques.

2. Subject: What is the content or topic explored inthis cartoon? 

3. Occasion: What do we know about the time this piece was drawn? 

4. Purpose: What is the author’s opinion about this issue? 

5. Opinion: What other opinion can you imagine another person having on this issue? 



Cartoon 5

1. Identify the persuasive

techniques.

2. Subject: What is the

content or topic explored in

this cartoon? 

3. Occasion: What do we

know about the time this

piece was drawn? 

4. Purpose: What is the

author’s opinion about this

issue? 

5. Opinion: What other opinion

can you imagine another person

having on this issue? 



Cartoon #6

1. Identify the persuasive

techniques.

2. Subject: What is the

content or topic explored in

this cartoon? 

3. Occasion: What do we

know about the time this

piece was drawn? 

4. Purpose: What is the

author’s opinion about this

issue? 

5. Opinion: What other opinion

can you imagine another person

having on this issue? 



Wrap-Up Assignment
➢Find a current political cartoon and 

complete the Current Event Political 
Cartoon Analysis Form.


➢Due Date:


