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Political cartoon multiple-choice questions require that one carefully read each aspect of the P‘) Jf

cartoon, including labels and captions. /‘\
¢
It is also very important to note different types of s 1
ymbolism. For example, Uncle Sam 0\ 5 V/if
represents the United States; an elephant usuall isan i
" y represents the Republ 5 f/
can represent the Democratic Party. ’ priblican Sy . lovlsey /
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A cartoon that includes examples of symbolism is presented below:
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Republicans (Elephant); American Public (Uncle Sam); Democrats (Donkej)

After looking for all of these clues, put them together and try to make sense of it. You should ask
yourself, “What is the message?”

Regardless of content, the same strategy holds true for all political cartoon multiple-choice
questions:

View the political cartoon, paying particular attention to symbols, captions, and labels.
Read the question asked.

Read each possible answer choice.

Review the political cartoon, looking for matches between one of the answers and the
data presented.

5. Select the best answer based on your analysis



A sample political cartoon multiple-choice question from the June 2001 U.S. History and
Government Regents Exam follows:

Sample Question
Base your answer to the sample question on the cartoon below and on
your knowledge of social studies.
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According to the cartoon, how was the United States in the 1990s
similar to the United States in the 1890s?

1. Little need existed for government regulation.
2. Investment in the stock market decreased.

3. The price of petroleum products decreased.
4. Business consolidation was accepted practice.

Renaissance High School employs a literacy strategy known as SPAM (Symbols, People, Action, and
Message) to teach our students how read and interpret Political Cartoons. Students are give a graphic
organizer that they use to organize their ideas from “reading” the cartoon. This allows them to better
interpret the images.

Symbols: What symbols are present in the image

People: Who are the people in the image?

Action: What is going on in the image?

Message: What is the point of the image? What
message/point of view is being conveyed?




