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Read the selections below and answer the 4 questions that follow. The selections will not change

between questions.

(Public domain image; CCO License; free for personal and commercial use; no attribution required.

Source: https://www.pexels.com/photo/astronomy-comet-constellation-cosmos-631477)

What Are Shooting Stars?

"Shooting stars" look like bright stars moving quickly across the sky. However, what
people call "shooting stars" are actually not stars at all. The streaks of light people
sometimes see at night are caused by tiny particles of dust and rock called
meteoroids. Spotting a shooting star requires patience and planning, but is an
unforgettable experience that is worth the preparation.

Meteoroids, Meteors, and
Meteorites

There are numerous scientific terms
associated with this astronomical
phenomenon. As meteoroids
descend into the Earth's
atmosphere, they burn up and
create a trail of light. Usually,
meteoroids are so small that they
vaporize completely and never
reach the planet's surface. Most of
them are only millimeters in
size.,That trail of light is called a
meteor. Meteors are bright and
beautiful, but not long-lasting: they
usually disappear in less than a
second. If any portion of the
meteoroid survives and hits the
Earth, that remaining fragment is
then called a meteorite. Although
the vast majority of meteorites are
minuscule, they can range in size
from about one gram (the size of a
pebble) to 100 kilograms (220 Ibs)
or more (the size of a dangerous
boulder).

Spotting Shooting Stars

There is no guaranteed method to spot a
shooting star, but there are some suggestions
to increase your chances. First and foremost,
find a location with minimal artificial or natural
lighting. Cities usually have a high level of
light pollution, making it difficult to see regular
stars and almost impossible to spot meteors.
Another important suggestion is to discover
when meteor showers are going to happen.
In normal conditions, stargazers can expect
to see one meteor every 10 to 15 minutes.
During meteor showers, there can be as
many as 50 meteors per minute. There are
20 major meteor showers per year. Finally, it
is helpful, although not as important, to have
a working knowledge of constellations.
Meteors that appear in the same night tend to
originate around the same part of the sky.
Therefore, being able to identify
constellations can help you pinpoint where to
focus your attention after seeing the first
meteor of the night.
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1) What is the main purpose of this selection?
to prove that meteors are dangerous and toxic
to explain what meteors are and how to spot one
to describe famous meteors and who discovered them

to discuss the frequency of meteor showers

2) How is the passage "Spotting Shooting Stars" organized?
chronological order
problem and solution
order of importance

compare and contrast

3) How does the author support the idea that meteorites can range in size?
by including information about the largest meteorite ever found on Earth
by describing how scientists measure the height and weight of meteorites
by explaining what types of astronomical events can make meteorites larger

by comparing the size of small and large meteorites to common objects

4) Based on the information in the section titled "Meteoroids, meteors, and meteorites,"
which statement below is TRUE?

Meteoroids are glowing trails of light
Meteoroids burn up as they enter the atmosphere
Meteoroids always reach the Earth's surface

Meteoroids are caused by meteors

Go On
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Read the following selections answer the 4 questions that follow. The selections will not change
between questions.

Letters to a Young Poet
by Rainer Maria Rilke

Rescue yourself from general themes
and write about what your everyday life
offers you. Describe your sorrows and
desires, the thoughts that pass through
your mind and your belief in some kind
of beauty. If your everyday life seems
poor, don't blame it. Blame yourself;
admit to yourself that you are not
enough of a poet to call forth its riches;
because for the creator there is no
poverty and no poor, indifferent place.
And even if you found yourself in some
prison, whose walls let in none of the
world's sound - wouldn't you still have
your childhood, that jewel beyond all
price, that treasure house of
memories? Turn your attention to it.
Try to raise up the sunken feelings of
this enormous past. Your personality
will grow stronger, your solitude will
expand and become a place where
you can live in the twilight, where the
noise of other people passes by, far in
the distance.

from The Land of Story-books
by Robert Louis Stevenson

1 At evening when the lamp is lit,
Around the fire my parents sit;
They sit at home and talk and sing,
And do not play at anything.

2 Now, with my little gun, | crawl
All in the dark along the wall,
And follow round the forest track
Away behind the sofa back.

3 There, in the night, where none can
spy,
All'in my hunter's camp | lie,
And play at books that | have read
Till it is time to go to bed.

4 These are the hills, these are the
woods,
These are my starry solitudes;
And there the river by whose brink
The roaring lions come to drink.

5 So, when my nurse comes in for me,
Home | return across the sea,
And go to bed with backward looks
At my dear land of Story-books.

Read the sentence below from "Letters to a Young Poet".

If your everyday life seems poor, don't blame it. Blame yourself; admit to yourself that you are not
enough of a poet to call forth its riches; because for the creator there is no poverty and no poor,
indifferent place.

What idea is BEST suggested by this sentence?
Poets should be better at managing their personal finances.
Writing about everyday topics is not a good idea for poets.
If they do not become rich, poets should blame themselves.

Skilled poets can find inspiration even in dull circumstances.

Go On
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Read the following lines from Stanza 4 of "The Land of Story-books".

These are the hills, these are the woods,
These are my starry solitudes;

And there the river by whose brink

The roaring lions come to drink.

6) What is the effect of the imagery that the author uses in these lines?
It depicts environments that make the child scared.
It emphasizes the richness of the child’s imagination.
It illustrates how much the child travels with the parents.

It describes things that the parents and child can see.

7) The author of "Letters to a Young Poet" relies MOST upon which of the following sources?
Reference books about poetry
Information from poetry readings
The author's own experience

Famous poets' biographies

8) Which phrase describes both the author of "The Land of Story-books" and the author of
"Letters to a Young Poet"?

fond of childhood
afraid of the future
interested in music

intrigued by animals
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Read the passage below and answer the 4 questions that follow. The passage will not change
between questions.

Below is an excerpt from Franklin Delano Roosevelt's first inaugural
address, given on January 20, 1933. He was the 32nd President of the
United States.

1 First of all, let me assert my firm belief that the only thing we have to
fear is fear itself.
2 In such a spirit on my part and on yours we face our common

difficulties. They concern, thank God, only material things. Taxes have risen.
Our ability to pay has fallen. Government of all kinds is faced by serious
curtailment of income. The means of exchange are frozen in the currents of
trade. The withered leaves of industrial enterprise lie on every side. Farmers
find no markets for their produce. The savings of many years in thousands
of families are gone. More important, a host of unemployed citizens face the
grim problem of existence, and an equally great number toil with little return.
Only a foolish optimist can deny the dark realities of the moment.

3 Our greatest primary task is to put people to work. This is no
unsolvable problem if we face it wisely and courageously. It can be
accomplished in part by direct recruiting by the Government itself, treating
the task as we would treat the emergency of a war, but at the same time,
through this employment, accomplishing greatly needed projects to
stimulate and reorganize the use of our natural resources.

4 Hand in hand with this we must frankly recognize the overbalance of
population in our industrial centers and provide a better use of the land for
those best fitted for the land. The task can be helped by definite efforts to
raise the values of agricultural products. It can be helped by preventing
realistically the tragedy of the growing loss through foreclosure of our small
homes and our farms. It can be helped by the unifying of relief activities
which today are often scattered, uneconomical, and unequal. There are
many ways in which it can be helped, but it can never be helped merely by
talking about it. We must act and act quickly.

In the public domain.

9) In paragraph 4, what does Roosevelt do to emphasize that improvement is possible?
He uses simple language that anybody can understand.
He repeats the words "can be helped" throughout.
He discusses relevant events that happened in the past.

He explains the common difficulties people were facing.

10) Which quotation below would Roosevelt MOST LIKELY agree with?
"l contend that the strongest of all governments is that which is most free." - Zachary Taylor
"An honorable defeat is better than a dishonorable victory." - Millard Fillmore
"Do | not destroy my enemies when | make them my friends?" - Abraham Lincoln

"Well done is better than well said." - Benjamin Franklin
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11)  What is the BEST meaning of the word frozen as used in the sentence below from
paragraph 2?

The means of exchange are frozen in the currents of trade.

stuck
cold
afraid

lost

12) How does Roosevelt organize his ideas in this speech?
He describes a series of events in chronological order.
He compares and contrasts different ideas for the future.
He describes problems and then discusses solutions.

He provides a set of directions for people to follow.

GoOn —
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Read the following passage and answer the 3 questions that follow. The passage will not change
between questions.

The Blind Men and The Elephant (A folktale from India)
by James Baldwin

1 There were once six blind men who stood by the roadside every day.
Since the blind men could not see the world for themselves, they had to
imagine many of its wonders. They listened carefully to the stories told by
travelers to learn what they could about life outside their village. They had
often heard of elephants, but they had never seen one for, being blind, how
could they?

2 It so happened one morning that an elephant was driven down the
road where they usually stood. When they were informed that the great
animal was before them, they asked the driver to let him stop so that they
might see him.

3 Of course, they could not see him with their eyes, but they thought
that by touching him they could learn just what kind of animal he was.

4 The first one happened to put his hand on the elephant's side. "Well,
well!" he said, "now | know all about this beast. He is exactly like a wall."

5 The second felt only the elephant's tusk. "My brother," he said, "you

are mistaken. He is not at all like a wall. Instead, he is round and smooth
and sharp. He is much more like a spear than anything else."

6 The third happened to take hold of the elephant's trunk. He exclaimed,
"Both of you are wrong, for anybody who knows anything can see that this
elephant is like a snake!"

7 The fourth man reached out his arms, and grasped one of the
elephant's legs. He said, "Oh, how blind you are. It is painfully clear to me
that he is round and tall like a tree."

8 The fifth was a very tall man, and he chanced to take hold of the
elephant's ear. "The blindest man ought to know that this beast is not like
any of the things that you name," he said. "He is exactly like a huge fan, of
course."

9 The sixth was very blind indeed, and it took quite some time before he
could find the elephant at all. At last he seized the animal's tail and cried, "O
foolish fellows, you surely have lost your senses. This elephant is not like a
wall, or a spear, or a snake, or a tree; neither is he like a fan. But any man
with a particle of sense can see that he is exactly like a rope."

10 Then the elephant moved on, and the six blind men sat by the
roadside all day, and quarreled about him. Each man believed that he knew
just how the animal looked, and each called the others hard names because
they did not agree with him. People who have eyes sometimes act as
foolishly.

13)  The blind men can best be described as
tolerant.
generous.
stubborn.

depressed.
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14)  What is the primary purpose of paragraph 1?
To start telling the story with an unexpected event
To establish the context for the events that follow
To reveal that the narrator is a friend of the blind men

To introduce the reader to a joke related to the story

15)  Which of these is an example of irony in the story?
The six blind men sat by the road and quarreled all day.
Each man had different thoughts about the elephant they met.
The first man happened to put his hand on the elephant's side.

The blind men asked the driver if they could see the elephant.

Read these sentences from a political advertisement, then answer the question that follows.

"Mayor Wagner promised she would improve our city's traffic problems. Almost four years later,
our roads are worse and we have more congestion than ever. I'm Cecelia Roberts. If you think our
town deserves better than going backwards, vote for me."

16) What does Cecelia Roberts say to make voters agree with her opinion of Mayor Wagner?
She provides a list of all the roads that still need repair.
She tells a short story about a recent traffic accident.
She claims that traffic conditions are worse than before.

She compares her credentials to Mayor Wagner’s credentials.

Go On
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Read the chart below and answer the 2 questions that follow. The chart will not change between

questions.
Trusted Traveler Program
Transportation Customs and Border Protection
Security
Administration
Program TSA Pre Global Entry NEXUS SENTRI
Eligibility | U.S. citizens U.S. citizens, U.S. | U.S. citizens, Proof of citizenship
Required | and U.S. lawful | lawful permanent | lawful permanent | and admissibility
permanent residents and residents, documentation.
residents citizens of certain | Canadian citizens
other countries. and lawful
permanent
residents of
Canada.
Application | $85.00 (5-year | $100.00 (5-year $50.00 (5-year $122.25 (5-year
Fee membership) membership) membership) membership)
Passport No Yes; or lawful No No
Required permanent
resident card
Application | Pre-enroll Pre-enroll online, | Pre-enroll online, | Pre-enroll online, visit
Process online, visit an | visit an enrollment | visit an an enroliment center
enroliment center for an enrollment center | for an interview and to
center to interview and to for an interview provide fingerprints
provide provide and to provide and verify ID.
fingerprints and | fingerprints and fingerprints and
verify ID. verify ID. verify ID.
Program | TSA Pre Expedited Expedited Expedited processing
Experience | expedited processing processing at through CBP at land
screening at through CBP at airports and land | borders. Includes
participating airports and land | borders when Global Entry and TSA
airports borders upon entering the U.S. | Pre benefits for U.S.

arrival in the U.S.
Includes the TSA
Pre experience.

and Canada.
Includes Global
Entry benefits.
Includes the TSA
Pre benefits for
U.S. citizens,
U.S. lawful
permanent
residents and
Canadian
citizens.

citizens and U.S.
lawful permanent
residents.

Adapted from "Trusted Traveler Programs Comparison Chart" U.S. Department of Homeland Security
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17)  In what ways is the NEXUS program most different from Global Entry?
It involves doing an interview.
It has a passport requirement.
It includes benefits in Canada.

It provides expedited processing.

18)  What program should people who do not want to complete an interview apply for?

TSA Pre
Global Entry
NEXUS

SENTRI

GoOn —
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Read the passages below and answer the 2 questions that follow. The passages will not change

between questions.

from If-
by Rudyard Kipling

If you can keep your head when all about
you

Are losing theirs and blaming it on you;

If you can trust yourself when all men
doubt you,

But make allowance for their doubting too;
If you can wait and not be tired by waiting,
Or, being lied about, don't deal in lies,

Or, being hated, don't give way to hating,
And yet don't look too good, nor talk too
wise;

If you can talk with crowds and keep your
virtue,

Or walk with kings—nor lose the common
touch;

If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt
you;

If all men count with you, but none too
much;

If you can fill the unforgiving minute

With sixty seconds' worth of distance run-
Yours is the Earth and everything that's in
it,

And-which is more-you'll be a Man, my
son!

In the public domain.

from The Character of a Happy
Life
Sir Henry Wotton

How happy is he born and taught
That serves not another's will;
Whose armor is his honest thought,
And simple truth his utmost skill!

Who has his life from rumors freed;
Whose conscience is his strong
retreat;

Whose state can neither flatterers
feed,

Nor ruin make oppressors great;

-This man is freed from servile
bands

Of hope to rise or fear to fall:
Lord of himself, though not of
lands,

And having nothing, yet has all.

In the public domain.

Read the following line from Kipling's If-".

If you can keep your head when all about you
Are losing theirs and blaming it on you;

Which sentence below uses the word about in the same way as it is used in the line from

the poem?
Dozens of fireflies were flving about.
Jamie was about to go on a journey.

The card was about plans for the holidays.

He did not get what the song was about.
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20) How do the poets address similar topics in the two poems?
They talk about the life and death of specific men.
They list the things that good people should not do.
They share suggestions about how to lead people.

They describe how a virtuous person should live.
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Sequence | CCRSAE Anchor | Info/Lit Key Difficulty
1 2 I B 474
2 5 I C 611
3 8 I D 612
4 1 I B 652
5 2 L D 563
6 4 L B 620
7 6 L C 637
8 9 L A 639
9 6 I B 500

10 9 I D 525
11 4 I A 590
12 3 I C 568
13 3 L C 610
14 5 L B 620
15 6 L D 635
16 8 I C 600
17 7 I C 602
18 7 I A 630
19 4 I A 637
20 9 I D 670
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