Cell Phones in School

Source 1 .
Cell phones have become very popular. According to the

Pew Research Center, 95% of Americans own cell phones. 77% of
those are smartphones. Many kids also have cell phones. Cell
phones make it very convenient to get in touch with people in
case of an emergency or to simply say hello and check on each
other.

A major debate has started about cell phones in
schools. School districts are debating whether students should be
allowed to have cell phones at school. There are many pros and
cons to this debate but the pros might be more important than the
cons. The advantages include having cell phones in case of
emergencies and using them as an excellent educational tool. The
disadvantages include issues such as phones being a distraction
and phones being misused during the school day. With the right
guidelines maybe the cons could be eliminated.

Approximately 40% of the kids walk to school each day. In
some areas this number is even higher. It seems as if this would be
a crifical time for a child to have a cell phone if they own one. You
never know when the child might need to contact their parents
during this walk. If students are not allowed to take their cell phones
to school, they would not have their cell phone with them at this
time. It might also be a convenient time for a parent to call and
remind their child of something or just tell them to have a good day
and make sure they arrived safely at school. Having a cell phone
on the walk home might be just as important.

Another positive aspect of cell phones is that most of them have
access to the internet. Some schools lack enough technology to
enhance learning opportunities. If students were allowed to have
their cell phones in school, they could use them to assist in their
learning. They could conduct research for research papers. They
could even download educational apps that teachers may want
them to use and do their work right from their cell phone.

There are also times within a school day that there may be an
emergency and a student may need to call their parents. If they
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have a cell phone they should %Jrccl%le to use it. If there is a major

crisis, it would solve the problem of having every student waiting to
use one phone to contact their parents. Cell phones were made
to help people communicate easily. We are limiting that easy form
of communication when we don’t allow cell phones in schools.

Unfortunately, there are also cons to allowing students to take
their cell phones to school. One of the most significant drawbacks
is that children might misuse their phone during the school day.
Sometimes students use their cell phones to cyberbully other
students or send inappropriate messages. This is not the kind of
activities that teachers want to deal with while frying to teach the
students. Students should not have to be subjected to other
students misusing their cell phones.

The fact that misusing cell phones can be disruptive is not the
only way phones might disrupt the learning environment. If
student gets a text message during the day, they will be tempted
to check it and forget to pay attention to the teacher. They may
also be distracted by noftifications from sites such as YouTube,
Spotify, Snapchat, and Instagram. All of these items are things that
should not be happening during the day while a child is at school
to learn. The question is, can these distractions be preventede

If schools would make strict rules on how phones can be used
and if students would follow these guidelines, having students use
their cell phones in school could really benefit the learning
experience. Some teachers have found ways to make sure
students are able to use their phones during the day without
allowing them to be a distraction or misusing them. It would

be great if all schools would come up with
policies and guidelines and could figure out
how to make them part of the curriculum
every day. Until something is figured out
people will continue to debate this issuel
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Source 2

Cell phones are used by millions of people every H
day. They make it easy to communicate. Years ago

people didn't have instant communication. In the past,
people had to communicate through telegrams or H
written messages. These messages took a long fime to
deliver. Times have certainly changed.

Throughout the years, communication has improved. “
Cell phones have changed the way we communicate
with each other. If itisn't convenient to call someone,
you can simply send them a text message. This is such a “
significant advancement in fechnology but it can also "
cause problems.

As a teacher, | have learned to turn my cell phone H
off during the day so | can focus on teaching my "
students. When | turn my cell phone back on at the end H
of the day, | have numerous nofifications, text messages,
and missed phone calls. Imagine if my phone was on "
during the day and it was distracting me from my job. H
Well, this is what happens when students have their cell
phones on during the day at school.

There are reasons why students may need a cell “
phone at school but there are many more reasons that
they shouldn’t be allowed. It is essential that students are
able to have their cell phones when they walk to and “
from school but after that point they should have them )
turned off and secured in their backpacks. There is no
need for students to worry about their cell phones H
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and messages at such a young age. The school day H
should be a fime for learning and fun for everyone without
the distraction of a cell phone or any electronic devices. "
Parents also need to make sure they regulate the use H
of their child’s phone to make sure it's not being misused. If
schools and teachers allow students to bring phones into
the classroom every day and use them, this will make it
harder for the parent to monitor their child’s phone use.
Parents send their children to school to make sure they get
a proper education, not to worry about how their child is “
using their phone at school. .
Cell phones can be very addictive too. Many parents
are growing concerned about this problem. If you look “
around aft stores and restaurants, many kids are texting .
and not intferacting with their families. Allowing phones to H
be used in school can also make this addiction even
worse. It is imperative that kids have a balance in life and »
aren’'t relying on their phone for everything they do. H
Many people who complain about cell phones being
allowed in schools are concerned about them being '
distracting and used inappropriately. These people are no’r”
saying that a child who walks to school should not have a
cell phone for safety issues. If a child owns a cell phone
and needs it to call their parents when they are alone, Tho’r“
is the right of every parent to provide their child with that
phone. It is the right of every teacher to teach the lessons
needed with students being engaged and not distracted “
by their phones. Schools should be allowed to have "
students turn off their phones during school hours unless
there is an emergency. H



B.E.S.T Writing

Writing Prompt

Write an argumentative essay about if you think kids
should be able to have cell phones in school.

Your argumentative essay must be based on this
prompt and topic, and it must incorporate ideas and
evidence found in the sources provided.

Use your best writing to complete an essay that

is focused on your claim;

combines evidence from multiple sources with your
own elaboration to develop your ideas;

is organized and includes transitions within and
among ideas;

provides citations for quoted material and source
ideas; and

demonstrates correct use of grammar and
language appropriate to the task.

Write your multi-paragraph essay to an academic
audience in the space provided.




Purpose/Structure
(4 Possible Points)

Criteria

Central Idea/Claim is focused on the task and
consistently maintained throughout.

Organizational structure strengthens the response and
allows for advancement of the argument.

Varied transitional strategies connect ideas within

and among paragraphs, enhancing the progression of
the argument.

Effective infroduction and conclusion enhance the essay.

Central Idea/Claim is focused on the task and generally
maintained throughout.

Organizational structure is logical and allows

for advancement of the argument.

Varied transitional strategies connect ideas within and
among paragraphs.

Sufficient infroduction and conclusion contribute to a
sense of completeness.

Central Idea/Claim may be unclear, loosely related, or
insufficiently sustained within the task.

Organizational structure may be repetfitive or inconsistent,
disrupting the advancement of ideas.

Transitions attempt to connect ideas but may lack variety.
Introduction and conclusion may be present but
repetitive, simplistic, or otherwise ineffective.

Central Idea/Claim may be absent, ambiguous, or
confusing, demonstrating lack of awareness of task.
Demonstrates little or no discernible organizational
structure.

Transitions may be absent or confusing.

Introduction and conclusion may be unrelated to the
response and/or create confusion.

Too brief to demonstrate knowledge of purpose, structure,
or task.




Development
(4 Possible Points)

Points

Criteria

4

Skillful development demonstrates thorough understanding of
the topic.

Effective elaboration may include original student writing
combined with

(but may not be limited to) paraphrasing, text evidence,
examples, definitions, narrative, and/or rhetorical** techniques
as appropriate to support the argument.

Smoothly integrated, relevant evidence from multiple sources
lends credibility to the argument.

Counterclaim(s) may be present.

Evidence is appropriately cited.

Logical development of ideas demonstrates understanding of
the topic.

Adequate elaboration may include (but may not be limited to) a
combination of original student writing with paraphrasing, text
evidence, examples, definitions, narrative, and/or rhetorical**
techniques as appropriate to support the argument.

Relevant, integrated evidence from multiple sources lends
credibility to the argument.

Evidence is appropriately cited.

Development may demonstrate partial or incomplete
understanding of the topic.

Elaboration may attempt to develop the argument but may rely
heavily on the sources, provide loosely related information, be
repetitive or otherwise ineffective.

Evidence may be partially integrated and/or related to the topic
but unsupportive of or disconnected from the
argument/exposition.

Lacks appropriate citations.

Response may demonstrate lack of understanding of

the topic and/or lack of development.

Elaboration may consist of confusing ideas or demonstrate lack
of knowledge of elaborative techniques.

Evidence from the sources may be absent, vague, and/ or
confusing.

Lacks appropriate citations.

Too brief to demonstrate knowledge of elaboration, topic, or
sources.




Language
(4 Possible Points)

Criteria

Integration of academic vocabulary strengthens and furthers
ideas.

Skillful use of varied sentence structure contributes to fluidity of
ideas.

Use of standard English grammar, punctuation, capitalization,
and

spelling demonstrates consistent command of the
communication of ideas.

Tone and/or voice strengthens the overall argument.

Infegration of academic vocabulary demonstrates clear
expression of ideas.

Sentence structure is

varied and demonstrates grade-appropriate language facility.
Use of grammar, punctuation, capitalization, and spelling
demonstrates grade-appropriate command of standard English
conventions.

Tone and/or voice is appropriate for the overall argument.

Vocabulary and word choice may be imprecise or basic,
demonstrating partial command of expression of ideas.
Sentence structure may be partially controlled, somewhat
simplistic, or lacking grade-appropriate language facility.
Inconsistent use of correct grammar, punctuation, capitalization,
and/or spelling; may contain multiple distracting errors,
demonstrating partial command of standard English conventions.
Tone and/or voice may be inconsistent.

May be grammatically accurate but too

brief to demonstrate grade-appropriate command of language
skills.

Vocabulary and word choice may be vague, unclear, or
confusing.

Sentence structure may be simplistic or confusing.

Use of grammar, punctuation, capitalization and/or spelling may
contain a density and variety of severe errors, demonstrating lack
of command of standard English conventions, often obscuring
meaning.

Tone and/or voice may be inappropriate.

Brevity with errors demonstrates lack of command of language
skills.




