
Reading #1 – New  Evidence  of  Human  
Migration  to  the  Americas  - Worksheet 

Task #1 – Match the correct term to its definition 

1. Bering Land Bridge ____ 2. Clovis Points  ____ 3. Buttermilk Creek, Texas ____

4. Young Man of Chan Hol ____ 5. Mammoth Skeleton ____

A) Arrowheads that are evidence of humans crossing over the Bering Land Bridge about 13,000 years ago

B) Suggests that people might have come over by boat 15,000 – 17,000 years ago

C) Shows humans had been hunting animals in the Americas for much earlier than thought

D) Indicates southern areas like Mexico were populated much earlier than originally thought

E) Allowed for people to migrate over from Asia to North America

Task: #2 – Multiple Choice Questions 
1. What was the Clovis Theory based on?

A) The discovery of mammoth bones B) Stone arrowheads found in New Mexico

C) Artifacts found in Buttermilk Creek D) Skeletons found in underwater caves

2. Why do the Buttermilk Creek artifacts challenge the Clovis Theory?

A) They were made from different materials B) They were found underwater

C) They were found in a different location D) They are older than the Clovis Points

3. According to new findings in Texas, why did the first Americans potentially take boats?

A) The Bering Land Bridge would have been blocked by ice 15,000 – 17,000 years ago

B) Because evidence of the sailboats was found

C) The Bering Land Bridge was under the ocean at the time they would have crossed

D) Fishing equipment was discovered next to other Clovis points

4. Why does the “Young Man of Chan Hol" skeleton suggest the first settlers came
from Southern Asia?

A) There was a map drawn showing where he came from

B) He had weapons similar to those used in Southern Asia.

C) The skeleton has similar features to people from this area

D) A diary was found next to the skeleton



5. Even though the Young Man of Chan Hol is 10,000 years old, it still challenges the 
   Clovis Theory because… 

   A) Other artifacts found near him were older       

   B) Humans populated Mexico much earlier than thought 

   C) It suggests humans came from Europe    

   D) It shows that these people came from Northern Asia  

6. What does the reexamination of the mammoth bone with a spearhead suggest? 

    A) The Clovis Theory is entirely accurate           

    B) The mammoth was killed 10,000 years ago 

    C) People were in the Americas earlier than 13,000 years ago         

    D) The spearhead came from Europe 

7. What is one theory for why prehistoric animals began to disappear around 12,700 years ago? 
    A) Early human hunting   B) Climate change  C) Disease  D) Lack of food 

 

Task #3: Written Response Questions 
1) In 1-2 sentences, summarize the main point of this passage:. 

2) How did findings in Buttermilk Creek greatly change the Clovis Theory?  

3) What are two (2) ways the “Young Man of Chan Hol” skeleton changes our understanding 
of early human migration to the Americas? 

4) What other mystery does a spearhead stuck in a mammoth bone also explain? 

 



Reading #2 –New Theories on the  
First Americans – Worksheet 

Task: #1 – Match  the correct  term  to  Its  definition 

1. Clovis Theory ____  2. Monte Verde, Chile ____ 3. Cultural & DNA studies ____ 

4. Kennewick Man ____  5. Atlantic Maritime Theory ____ 
A)  Dates back 14,500 years ago, suggesting people came much earlier to the Americas  

B)  Shows that a Japanese culture might have come by boat along coastlines or across the Pacific  

C)  Suggest people came from Europe due to similarities between Clovis Points and the Solutrean Culture 

D)  Suggest people came over from Southeast Asia instead of Northern Asia 

E)  Based on spearheads that indicate humans traveled across the Bering Land Bridge around 13,000 years ago 

Task: #2 – Multiple  Choice  Questions  
1. What was the Clovis Theory based on? 

    A) DNA studies   B) Spearpoints  C) Skeletons  D) Cultural similarities 

2. Why is the location of findings in Monte Verde, Chile, in South America important?  
    A) It shows humans preferred coastal regions               

    B) It suggests humans had boats earlier than thought 

    C) It is very far south from the Bering Land Bridge                             

    D) It proves humans originated in South America 

3. What else do the discoveries at the Monte Verde site suggest about the migration of  
the first Americans? 

    A) They arrived from Europe             B) They traveled by boat across the Pacific  

    C) They only used the Bering Land Bridge  D) They arrived by crossing the Atlantic Ocean 

4. Why do some theories suggest the first Americas came from Australia or Southeast Asia? 

    A) There are cultural similarities and DNA evidence         

    B) Weapons were found similar to ones in Asia 

    C) Written records have been found showing this       

    D) These theories are not widely accepted 

 



5. Why does the discovery of the Kennewick Man potentially show people came over by boat? 
    A) A boat was discovered near the skeleton 

    B) Maps from the Kennewick man show that boats were used  

    C) Cave drawings in the area often display boats going across the sea 

    D) The skeleton possibly came from a Japanese culture who were known for traveling by sea 

6. Which choice would be the best argument AGAINST the Atlantic Maritime Theory? 
    A)  Similarities in spearheads are likely a coincidence  

    B) Archeological sites have been found in South Carolina 

    C) Vikings arrived in North America earlier than Columbus 

    D) Clovis points and Solutrean arrowheads are similar    

7. What do recent discoveries in South Carolina suggest about human migration in the Americas? 
    A) Humans arrived mainly by boat                                           

    B) Humans only came from Northeast Asia 

    C) Humans spread across the continent earlier than thought            

    D) Humans only migrated down the western coast 

Task #3: Written  Response  Questions 
1) In 1-2 sentences: Summarize the main point of this passage:  

2) How does the discovery of an archaeological site in Monte Verde, Chile, challenge the Clovis Theory? 

3) What similarities do findings in Monte Verde, Chile, the discovery of the Kennewick Man, and the 
Atlantic Maritime Theory all have?  

4) What is the importance of the oldest known human settlement in the Americas, found in South Carolina? 
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