
I-C-E YOUR EVIDENCE!
Developing Body Paragraphs

• ________________ and help ____________ the thesis statement
• Include ample __________________ for support
• Provide _______________ and _______________ of the evidence
• Stick to ___________ main idea per  ____________________ 
• Be clear, ___________________ and ____________________
• Include smooth, logical ______________ from one idea to the next

SUPPORTING PARAGRAPHS SHOULD: HOW?

I __________________

C __________________

E _________________

• Use a _____________ _______________to establish the ________ _________ of the paragraph
• Be sure it reflects the same content and order of your _________________ __________________
• Don’t forget to use ___________________ for a smooth flow

INTRODUCE YOUR TOPIC

CITE EVIDENCE

• _____________:  Restate particular ideas or 
pieces of information (particularly long quotes) 
in your own words.  

• Quotations:  For a passage that is particularly 
_____________ or ____________, quote it 
word-for-word.  

Ø USE THROUGHOUT, but choose wisely 
and keep it short (typically no more than 
_________ sentence) 
Ø Avoid _______ ________ __________
Ø Be sure to use __________ _________

Find the Right Balance
Smoothly embed quotations into your sentences:
• Sample original text by John Doe: 

“As Sarah walked up the stairs, she came upon John, 
waiting at her door with her favorite flowers and a 
sorrowful expression on his face.” 
• The quote can be embedded like this: 

_________________________________________
_________________________________________
__________________________________(Doe 75). 

Embedding Quotations

CITING SOURCES: MLA BASICS
• For a parenthetical citation, use __________ 

________ ________and ______ _________ 
• Period goes __________ the parenthesis. 
• If no author, use the _____________of the 

___________ you may _________________. 

• If the source is cited in the _______________, no 
______________ _______________ is needed

• Short works (articles, short stories, poems) go 
inside ____________ _________; longer works 
(books, anthologies, magazines) are _________.

• Support your topic sentence with _____________________________ from the  _______________________
• Use _________________________ _______________________ such as ____________________________
• Cite _________________________, whether in the sentence or ____________________________________
• Provide brief _____________________ for any experts quoted. Example: ___________________________
•



I - C - E  Y O U R  E V I D E N C E !
Developing Body Paragraphs

ELABORATION “DON’TS”
• SIMPLY _______________ OR __________________ THE EVIDENCE. (“… five in ten 

individuals cannot ignore the lure of their phones. Thus, ____________ the population 
have trouble with this.”)

• USE AN OVERLY _________________ TONE. (“… five in ten individuals cannot 
ignore the lure of their phones. Clearly, this is __________________!”)

• ________________________ THE EVIDENCE. (“… five in ten individuals cannot 
ignore the lure of their phones. _________________, there are plenty of people who 
_________________.”)

• STRAIN _________________ TO GET TO A DESIRED _________________. (“… five 
in ten individuals cannot ignore the lure of their phones. Therefore, cellphones are 
destroying ______________________ everywhere.”)

DO
 N

OT

At least ___ evidence 
examples with 

elaboration for each

Introduce Topic Sentence (I)
Cite Evidence (C)

_______________ (E)
_____________ (C x2)

Elaborate (E)
_______________

BODY PARAGRAPH ORGANIZATION

• TO ADD: additionally, __________________, 
moreover, also

• TO GIVE AN EXAMPLE: for instance, for 
example, in this case, ___________________

• TO SHOW SIMILARITY: _____________, in 
the same way, similarly

DON’T FORGET TRANSITIONS!
• TO SHOW DIFFERENCE: on the other hand, in 

contrast, ________________
• TO WRAP UP: in conclusion, in the end, 

ultimately, ______________________

Think of it as a
_____________

EXPLAIN WHY THE EVIDENCE MATTERS
• How does the evidence support your _______?
• Why is it ____________________? 
• Also known as “__________________”

TWO Questions you can ask yourself:
1. ____________________________________?
2. ____________________________________?



I -C-E  YOUR EVIDENCE:PRACTICE 
Developing Body Paragraphs

While most would agree technology has brought with it countless benefits, they come at a 

considerable cost to our psychological health. According to research conducted by the University of 

California, six in ten people are unable to fight the lure of their electronic devices, checking them within an 

hour of receiving an email or text (“Screen Time”). This inability to ignore such an urge suggests an 

unhealthy dependency or even addiction to one’s electronic device, one that can be observed in virtually any 

high school classroom in the country, as teens risk disciplinary action for just one more peek at their screen. In 

addition to causing addiction, technology is also doing a disservice to our emotions.  In the same study, it was 

found that over sixty percent of the population has felt “jealous, depressed, sad or annoyed” after spending 

time on social media, while three in four admitted to heightened stress. Thus, while posts on Facebook, 

Twitter and Instagram may seemingly depict happy faces and perfect lives, they are actually breeding grounds 

for insecurity and emotional turmoil. 

Instructions: Identify the parts of the body paragraph below, using highlighters, colored pencils, or different 
types of lines. Be sure to first create a key at the bottom to properly identify you annotations. 

I=Introduce claim: C=Cite evidence: E=Explain:
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Nothing Gold Can Stay
By Robert Frost

Nature's first green is gold,
Her hardest hue to hold.

Her early leaf's a flower;
But only so an hour.

Then leaf subsides to leaf.
So Eden sank to grief,

So dawn goes down to day.
Nothing gold can stay.

I -C-E  YOUR EVIDENCE:ASSESSMENT 
Developing Body Paragraphs

Instructions: Read the poem on the right, then respond to the prompt below in complete paragraph form, using the I.C.E. strategy.

PROMPT:
The theme in a piece of literature is the underlying message the author is trying to 
convey. What is the theme reflected in Robert Frost’s poem “Nothing Gold Can Stay”? In 
a well-constructed paragraph, describe the theme of the poem. Support your answer 
with at least two citations from the text. 
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