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ESSAY GUIDE

INSTRUCTIONS: Use the organizer below as a paragraph-by-paragraph, sentence-by-sentence guide to help you
develop an interesting, well-constructed, and well-supported essay.

INTRODUCTION

HOOK: Attention-grabbing
starter

BRIDGE: Provide background
and transition to thesis

THESIS STATEMENT: Answer
prompt; establish main idea
and 3 reasons why.

BODY PARAGRAPH 1

TOPIC SENTENCE: Establish
main idea of paragraph; match
first reason in thesis.

EVIDENCE: Support topic
sentence with evidence from
text. Cite source.

ELABORATION: Explain why

evidence matters—how does it
support your claim?

EVIDENCE #2: Support topic
sentence with second piece of
evidence from text. Cite source.

ELABORATION: Explain why
evidence matters—how does it
support your claim?

ENDING STATEMENT:
Summarize; connect to thesis.
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BODY PARAGRAPH 2

TOPIC SENTENCE: Establish
main idea of paragraph; match
second reason in thesis.

EVIDENCE: Support topic
sentence with evidence from
text. Cite source.

ELABORATION: Explain why
evidence matters—how does it
support your claim?

EVIDENCE #2: Support topic
sentence with second piece of
evidence from text. Cite source.

ELABORATION: Explain why
evidence matters—how does it
support your claim?

ENDING STATEMENT:
Summarize; connect to thesis.

BODY PARAGRAPH 3

TOPIC SENTENCE *: Establish
main idea of paragraph; match
third reason in thesis.

EVIDENCE: Support topic
sentence with evidence from
text. Cite source.

ELABORATION: Explain why
evidence matters—how does it
support your claim?

EVIDENCE #2: Support topic
sentence with second piece of
evidence from text. Cite source.

ELABORATION: Explain why
evidence matters—how does it
support your claim?

ENDING STATEMENT:
Summarize; connect to thesis.

*If this is an argumentative essay, remember to include your counterclaim and rebuttal.
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CONCLUSION

RESTATE THE THESIS: Remind
reader of essay’s main points
using different words.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT: Offer
the “so what”—why does the
essay matter? Explore broader
implications and/or mirror ideas
from the introduction.

DON'T FORGET:

* USE TRANSITIONS — Use transitions for a smooth, logical flow between paragraphs and
sentences—additionally, furthermore, moreover, for instance, on the other hand, ultimately, etc.

* MAINTAIN THIRD PERSON — Avoid using “you,” “your,” “my,” “mine,” “I|,” etc., throughout.

e CHOOSE WORDS CAREFULLY — Use clear, understandable, precise language. Choose strong,
specific verbs in particular. (Which is more descriptive: walk or meander?)

* MAINTAIN FORMAL TONE - Avoid slang, contractions, abbreviations, sentence fragments.

* VARY SENTENCE STRUCTURE — Keep writing interesting and alive by mixing longer and
shorter sentences, varying sentence subjects, and starting some sentences with dependent clauses.

* PROOFREAD FOR CONVENTIONS — Be sure to use correct spelling, punctuation, capitalization

and grammar throughout.
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THANK YOU!

Thank you so much for your purchase and support of my TPT storel |
hope your students find this product engaging, and that it helps to
improve the skills and confidence of your young readers and writers.

All images in this resource are courtesy of Pixabay.com.
YOU MAY ALSO LIKE:

Writing an Essay Introduction — Hook, Bridge, and Thesis

Writing an Effective Thesis Statement: PPT, Guided Notes & Activities
Writing Body Paragraphs: I-C-E Your Evidence! PPT, Guided Notes &
Activities

Writing a Conclusion - PPT, Guided Notes & Activities

FLASH Writing: Essay Planning & Assessment Prep

ELA Test Prep Bundle: Reading & Writing Practice & Assessment
Word Choice Writing Activity: VIVID VERBS

For more great products for your middle and high school
classroom, visit my store here: Carla Mcleod

Thanks again for your support!
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