WRITING THE CONCLUSION

AN EFFECTIVE CONCLUSION SHOULD: BASIC ESSAY
Reinforce the essay’s STRUCTURE

Answer the question: “ 2¢"—why does this essay Hook
* Hoo
to the reader? Introduction *Bridge
Give a sense of and to your essay :

Leave the reader with a strong

EACH
PARTS OF THE CONCLUSION MUST
Body INCLUDE:
RESTATE : Remind the reader of the Paragraphs « Topic
of the essay, reinforcing the . (Typically 3) .Senfence
! Besureto it to avoid sounding repetitive (or lazy!) « Elaboration
FOOD FOR THOUGHT: Provide the “ "
—the why the essay matters.
& Think: of the story or deeper revealed * Restate
Conclusion F
*Food for
Thought
RESTATING THE THESIS
Restate the thesis by making the using
Do not introduce , just the main ideas already presented

RESTATED THESIS EXAMPLES

EXAMPLE PROMPT: What are the dangers of over-relying on mobile apps?

Original Thesis: An over reliance on mobile apps can damage the user

, and

Restated Thesis: In the end, a heavy dependence on our cell phone apps can harm us in a
number of ways—from and our to our human

Original Thesis: A heavy dependence on mobile apps can lead to , social
, and a lack of

Restated Thesis: As demonstrated, an over-reliance on cell phone apps can have
dangerous consequences, leading to scattered , emotional

,and a of our own

YOUR TURN: Rewrite the following thesis statement using different wording.

Original Thesis: Students should participate in extracurricular activities because they foster
responsibility, increase self-confidence, and ultimately, bring enjoyment.

YOUR RESTATED THESIS:




WRITING THE CONCLUSION
FOOD FOR THOUGHT

Provides the “ V- why the essay
Reflects on , implications of the essay
Provides , and final

FOOD FOR THOUGHT STRATEGIES

The “Full Circle” or “ " Technique: Refer back to your

and revisit it from a “ ” perspective.

"MIRROR” EXAMPLES
EXAMPLE PROMPT: What are the dangers of over-relying on mobile apps?

If you started with... Consider ending with... /)
A thought-provoking An to that question \
A brief A reference or ending to the \%\\ Z
A or simile Same /simile with a -
A from a famous person A reference back to those with a statement of truth

An interesting, thought-provoking A reference back to it with a new

OTHER FOOD FOR THOUGHT STRATEGIES

Play the “ ” Game. If you're stuck and feel like your conclusion isn’t saying

anything interesting, read each sentence in the paragraph and ask yourself, “So what?” or
“Why should anybody ” Then that question and it.
Make a . Try looking to the to emphasize the importance of
your essay and give readers food for thought.

Propose a Course of , a ,ora for further

Study. This can redirect your reader’s thought process and help her to apply your info and
ideas to her own life or to see the implications.

Point to Broader . For example, if your essay is talking about the benefits
of activities, you might broaden your conclusion to discuss the overarching
goals of overall.

CONCLUSION “DON'TS”

Don’t introduce information or . Your essay conclusion
is about the thesis statement.

Don’t share thoughts unless you write a first-person opinion piece.
Don’t restate all the . You have paragraphs for that.

Don’t start with “In ” or “To conclude”—overused and !




Name: Period:

RESTATING THE THESIS

INSTRUCTIONS: An important aspect of a conclusion is to restate the thesis statement to remind readers of

the main points of the essay. For this activity, you will read each thesis statement on the left. Then, restate

the thesis as you would in the essay’s conclusion, capturing the same ideas but using fresh, new language.

ORIGINAL THESIS RESTATED

Students benefit from having a part-time job
in high school because it teaches valuable
skills, builds character, and prepares them
for the future.

Cyber bullying is dangerous for teens
because it can lead to depression, anxiety,
and even suicidal thoughts.

Diversity in the workplace has many benefits;
it leads to richer ideas, more cooperation,
and more empathy between people with
different skin colors or backgrounds.

lllegal drug use is detrimental because it can
harm the user, lead to addiction, and hurt the
community.

Studying abroad is one of the most valuable
college experiences, as it completely
immerses students in new cultures, helps them
learn new languages, and broadens their
perspective of the world.




Name: Period:

MIRROR, MIRROR

Instructions: Read the introduction below, identifying the hook and the thesis statement using the key
provided. Then, in the space below, write a conclusion that restates the thesis and uses the mirror strategy,
revisiting the ideas in your hook and introduction and incorporating them info your conclusion.

PROMPT: Disappointment, that sad feeling when something falls short of expectations, is a
part of life. But is there a positive side? Write an essay in which you explain the benefits of
disappointment.

THE INTRODUCTION

People let us down, events don’t go as planned; it is inevitable that we will all
experience disappointment many, many times in our lives. Disappointment is that sad,
dissatisfied, frustrated emotion we feel when things don’t go as we had hoped. However, the
silver lining of disappointment is that we have a choice in how we respond. While it may
seem unlikely, disappointment can come with surprising benefits. If seen as an opportunity to

learn, disappointment can lead to increased resilience, empathy, and humility.

HOOK: THESIS:

THE CONCLUSION

RESTATED THESIS:

FOOD FOR THOUGHT USING MIRROR STRATEGY:




Name: Period:

= PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER

INSTRUCTIONS: Read the introduction below which answers the prompt, “What is technology’s impact on

the brain?” Then, write a conclusion using the strategy of your choice, scoring it using the rubric provided.

INTRODUCTION CONCLUSION

We live in the age of the Internet, an era

in which our laptops are our library, our

mobile devices our lifeline. An inexhaustible

store of information is available at the swish

of a fingertip, while smart phones are more

commonplace than candy, and texts and

tweets replace face-to-face talk. Certainly,

this age of technology has brought with it

unimaginable convenience, new types of

connections and limitless information, but at

what cost? Scientists are just beginning to

understand the impacts of technology on the

user, and the findings are not all good. In

fact, evidence is mounting that technology

can actually harm the human brain in variety

of ways—physically, psychologically, and

socially.

Apprentice

2-3

Restated Thesis is restated precisely Thesis statement is restated Thesis is not restated or is
Thesis but using fresh, new but may not follow original restated incorrectly.
language. content and order precisely
or may use repetitive
language.
Food for Food for thought skillfully Food for thought is adequate;  Food for thought is brief,
Thought provides the "so what” of the it may or may not reflect shallow, and/or non-existent.
essay, reflecting back to the back to the introduction Does not provide the “so
introduction and /or offering and/or provide the “so what”  what” or offer bigger picture
bigger picture implications. or feeling of completion. May  implications. Essay feels
Helps essay feel complete. or may not introduce new incomplete.
Does NOT introduce new evidence.
. information or evidence.
Score:

Total Score:

/10



